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Description.
A 2 and 3/4 mile walk over a variety of farmland, open hillside and country lanes providing some magnificent views of the Border countryside. Underfoot 'the going' is firm in all seasons. The middle section is an ascent of 520 ft to the top of Coppett Hill but it is gradual and the effort is well rewarded by the unfolding panorama as you ascend.
1. The car park
From the car park return down the road to the cross roads. Cross over the junction, and go 40 yds towards the new school passing the old Victorian school buildings on your RIGHT. Turn RIGHT at the school access road to their parking area. Follow the waymarked signs on a footpath which initially follows the school rear boundary to a gate into a field. Keep to the lower edge of the field to pass through another gate, with a well on the RIGHT, into the churchyard. Follow the path to the 'spire' end of the church. Parts of St. Giles' church date from 13c - see page 19 for more detail.
2. Church porch
From the church porch turn sharp LEFT and go downhill to a gate. Go through the gate and follow the grassy path to the road. Opposite is a white gate leading to a small reserve of The Herefordshire Nature Trust. It is an old orchard with cider apples and perry pears. The reserve name, 'Pool Ellocks,' comes from the 1843 tithe map which showed the land below it in that name. It is derived from the Welsh 'Pwll helig' which means 'Willow pool'. Turn RIGHT and go up the road passing Granton House on the LEFT. Joshua Cristall lived here - see page 19 for details. Keep to Granton House boundary wall to turn LEFT off the road onto a signposted track. The first house on the left - White Hall - is one of the oldest in the area, dating from about 1400 when it was just a hall with a hole in the roof for a chimney.
3. Short track
At the end of this short track are 2 stiles, cross the LEFT-HAND one into the field and go diagonally across it to a stile to the LEFT of an electricity pole. Whilst crossing this field there is a fine view of the whole length of Coppett Hill and of Symonds Yat Rock on the extreme right. Continue diagonally across the next field to a gate onto the road. Cross the road with extreme caution, as traffic is fast on this stretch, to go up the signposted track opposite. This is the start of your continuous 520 ft climb to the top of the hill. After 50 yds the track narrows to a footpath. Continue to where it divides and then go RIGHT up a short but steep section to reach a broad track.
4. Diagonally uphill
Crossover the track and go diagonally uphill onto the open common to join a grassy path which generally follows a line of electricity poles. Do take plenty of 'breather' stops to take in the views as you climb. The River Wye will soon appear below you encircling a large flat large area of rich farmland. A Roman farmstead was excavated in these fields in 1960's. At the time of writing the fields are mainly planted with asparagus. Keep an eye open for birds of prey above you, buzzards are regularly seen, peregrines and red kites are rarer. A quarter of the way up you will pass a grassy path leading off to the right. This is the Target Path. It leads to the butts of a derelict military firing range. Keep going to the top of the hill!
5. Wide path.
Turn LEFT here onto a wide path, about 50 yds at the corner of a wood on the RIGHT, ignore a grassy track going downhill on the LEFT, continue uphill with the wall and wood on the RIGHT until you reach the remains of a building at the top of the hill. While admiring the wide view, look out for harebells that flower alongside the path in August and September.
6. The Folly,
You are now at the Folly, in 1799 as a 'little white building...... the residence of a rabbit warriner' and at the highest point of the hill at 656 ft. Stop for a well earned breather and to enjoy the magnificent panorama. With your back to the Folly go half RIGHT downhill to a concrete pillar 40 ft below you. The pillar is a Trig (triangulation) Point once used by Ordnance Survey for map making but made redundant in the early 1990's by the use of satellites. They are much loved by walkers as confirmatory landmarks and many have been adopted and maintained by individuals and groups as part of our map making heritage. Pause here too for a second look at the panorama. Turn to the centre pages of this guide to identify the key places of the panorama before you. From the Trig Point follow the wide grassy path downhill. The path soon narrows and where it divides go down 4 steps on the LEFT and then bear RIGHT onto the 'Snakes and Ladders' path and steps down to the road. Cross to the far side of the road for the fine view below you of Kerne Bridge. This attractive 5 arch bridge was built in 1828 as a toll bridge to replace a ferry. To its left are the remains of Flanesford Priory and beyond it Goodrich Castle see page 18 for details. Kerne Bridge station, now a private house, on the Ross to Monmouth railway, built in 1873 and closed in 1959, can be seen to the right of the bridge on the far bank.
7. Go downhill
Go downhill on the road to the crossroads in the village.
RIGHT up Castle Lane to retrace your steps to the car park.