Spring 2019 Newsletter
Welcome to the Coppett Hill Common Trust newsletter for 2019.
We would like to say a huge THANK YOU! to all those volunteers who have
given their time and energy to the hill in the last year and give a warm
welcome to our new shareholders.
In this issue we cover the winter work parties, the fell race, autumn talk on
the river Wye, Natural England Conservation Awards, work on the Well,
surveys being carried out on fauna and flora and details of the CHCT policy
on easements and Share Transfers.

NEWS AND UPDATES
We are very pleased with the progress of the hill in the last few years and
the awards we have won over the last two years from conservation bodies
are a confirmation and appreciation of this from outside. They are also a
testament to all the hard work the volunteers have put in to the
management of the hill and a welcome pat on the back
Last year we initiated some surveys to give us more information about the
fauna and flora currently on the nature reserve one on the flora in the open
area of the hill. This will help with future grant applications as well as being
of interest to all of us - the survey has shown a wide diversity of plant
species which is very pleasing.
WORK PARTIES These were carried out over the winter and were very
well supported by CHCT volunteers. The snakes and ladders path was
repaired, the path to the Trig point cut back and the dew ponds were tidied,
there was also a work party on the Lime Kiln area strimming the grass and
scrub and raking it into piles. The tractor proved its worth cutting the paths
over the summer and the open areas of the hill, and over the winter when
wildlife is not so active the paths were re-mown and some scallops cut for
basking reptiles at the request of Nigel Hand our reptile advisor.
In February 2019 we were joined by volunteers from Butterfly Conservation
and Hereford Wildlife Trust to help with Pearl Border Fritillary Habitat work
– there were 20 of us which was great and as well as achieving our targets
these days allow for meeting and talking with different people from other
nature conservation organisations and this is very rewarding. Thanks to all
who came and helped. Following on from working with other groups
Director George Woodward kindly took a group from Hereford Wildlife
Trust on a walk round the hill in the autumn and a good time was had by
all.
BRACKEN BASH The annual bracken bash in June 2018 was well
attended in the lime kilns the scones and cider proving popular on a very
hot day. This years date for your diaries is the 7th July 10.00 am in the
Lime Kilns.
MOWING THE GRASSLAND AREAS
The tractor has made quite a difference to the open area of the hill,
allowing us to mow the brambles and small shrubs to help the grassland
prosper. This has in turn encouraged more wildlife, both barn owls and
kestrels have been seen patrolling the grassland in pursuit of prey. We are
very pleased with the mowing and how effective it has been, and so are our
grant givers see report below.
To find out more contact Patrick Chatterton on 01600 891308 or
Martin Rowberry on 01600 890075 .

Easements
The policy of CHCT regarding access to properties over CHCT owned
tracks is as follows:

CHCT will grant an easement to allow vehicular access to EXISTING
properties for their continued use as a single private dwelling (with ancillary
residential uses), although the owner of the property will be required to pay
the legal and Land Registry costs.
Many existing properties have such an easement, and this is recorded at the
Land Registry. Without such an easement a property may be difficult to sell
and may be unmortgageable.
For any NEW property which requires access, the matter would need to be
approved by all shareholders, including the B and C shareholders (Goodrich
Parish Council and Hereford County Council), and at a price determined by
CHCT solicitors – but would likely to be assessed by reference to and as a
percentage of the difference in price between the market value of such a
property with an easement and the value without.

Share Transfers upon the Sale of a Property
As you may be aware, shares in CHCT are only transferable to someone
who is resident in Goodrich or Welsh Bicknor, or is not resident but is the
owner of a house or land in the parishes. The convention is that if a
property is sold the shares are transferred to the new owner – but this is not
an automatic process and requires a simple form to be completed by the
seller of the property.
If the seller does not transfer the shares they become forfeit and are
assumed to be annulled, usually if nothing happens within a year of the
property being sold.
The form for the transfer of shares is available from either the registered
office or directly from the Company Secretary.

Litter and Dog Waste
Please remember to take your litter home with you and if you have a bag of
dog waste PLEASE dispose of it at home please DO NOT leave it hanging
on a bush.

THE 2018 COPPETT HILL FELL RACE - There was a fantastic turnout for
the Coppett Hill Fell race, both competitors and an audience to cheer them
on. The ‘last ever’ Goodrich Fell race was held over 15 years ago but has
now been resurrected and was dedicated to the memory of Alan Sheldon
who organised the original race. The winner was Sam Jones in an amazing
time of 39.08 minutes.
Dan Sandford, Race Organiser reports for us “The race was held on
Saturday 11th August, 2 pm. We had a great turnout of 96 runners, most of
them, no doubt, brought out by the promise of a pint and burger at the
Hostelrie included in the entrance fee!
By agreement with the Coppett Hill Common Trust and the Courtfield Estate,
we devised a fell race route up and over the hill, of just about 5 ¼ miles and
over 1000 feet climbing. It may be the little brother of the Brecon Beacons
Hills further to the west, but it still packs in all you need from a fell race.
Overall winner was Sam Jones of Parc Bryn Bach, in a time of 38.08. First
lady home was Rhian Jinny-Jones in 43.32. Forest of Dean AC made a clean
sweep of the team prizes.
The weather was overcast and cooler than it had been for previous weeks.
The course was hard and mostly dry. Rain followed soon after the race had
finished, but no one seemed to mind as they were all enjoying themselves in
the beer garden by then!
Thanks to all the helpers, marshals, the fantastic local support, Wye Valley
brewery, The Hostelrie Inn, Coppett Hill Common Trust, The Courtfield
Estate, Tanners Wine Merchants.”

NATURAL ENGLAND CONSERVATION AWARDS WINNER 2018
Coppett Hill Common Trust won the AONB Farming award in 2017 but then,
completely out of the blue, we won a Conservation Award from Natural
England in 2018 for our work over the last 5 years. Unknown to us we had
been entered by our Natural England Advisor Geoff Newman, and just to
share with you this is what they said …..
“Coppett Hill Common Trust is an exemplar of how enthusiastic volunteers
can work together to achieve great things. The local community via Coppett
Hill Common Trust are committed and enthusiastic volunteers who use their
spare time to manage the hill. Coppett Hill Common is an area of lowland
meadow, grassland, scrub and bracken mosaic. The group focus their
efforts on the cutting of bracken areas for small pearl bordered fritillary
butterflies, but also have committed to grazing part of the site and have
re-invested money over the years to purchase an alpine tractor. Volunteer
days have also resulted in additional work such as the restoration of a dew
pond. The trust work collaboratively with the local wildlife trust, Butterfly
Conservation and independent consultant ecologists to maximise the
mosaic habitat across Coppett Hill. They are also enthusiastic advocates of
the Higher Level Stewardship scheme, and their efforts have delivered
excellent habitat for the inhabitants of this special site.”
Needless to say we were very pleased to accept the award ! Especially as
Natural England are one of our main grant givers. Andrew Sells head of NE
congratulating the CHCT Chairman pictured below.

SURVEYS OF THE FLORA AND FAUNA ON COPPETT HILL
We are gradually surveying what is on the hill to give a snapshot in time of
where we are and to provide a reference guide for the future – working to
conserve and keep what’s there. The information will help us to manage
the hill in the future.
FLORA Sue Holland has carried out a survey over the open area of the
hill in 2018 – discovering a wealth of lovely plants, grasses and shrubs.
There are an amazing variety of plants distributed over the hill.
BATS Herefordshire Mammal Group surveyed the hill in July 2018 - they
were very pleased with what they found with a diverse range of species
including Daubentons and Lesser Horseshoe bats. This information has
already proved very useful for our grant applications and planning matters.
REPTILES Nigel Hand is surveying the hill for reptiles and will report later
in the year.

WELL WELL ...
AND NOW FOR OUR
NEXT PROJECT –
THE “WASTE NOT
WANT NOT “

After doing such a
wonderful job on the
information point/
Telephone Box Mike
Howells and Jane
Jordan have been
examining and cleaning
up the water spout, the
Waste Not Want Not on
the Courtfield Road,
with a view to
refurbishing it and
checking out the water
quality ...

AUTUMN TALK “RIVER VOICES - STORIES FROM THE WYE” by
MARSHA O’MAHONY
On Friday 9th November 2018 at Goodrich Village Hall, Coppett Hill hosted a
talk on the river Wye by Marsha O’Mahony. There was a fantastic turn out
with over 120 people coming out on a wet and windy evening. “I have never
seen the hall so full, it was amazing!” said Patrick Chatterton Company
Secretary of Coppett Hill Common Trust. “The talk was great and covered
the river, the characters who lived and worked on it, stories about them and
the wildlife. It gave us a glimpse into a lost world, and everyone seemed to
really enjoy it. Thanks to everyone who came and worked so hard to make
the evening such a success.”
Marsha was really pleased and said “Huge thanks to Mary, Martin, Patrick,
and the other organisers for making this evening such a huge success.
Staggering really! That’s probably down to the mega promotion you did.
What a job, what a turn out. I felt really supported so thank you for that too.”
We had advance copies of Marsha's book “River Voices” on the night of the
talk and over 50 were snapped up by those who attended. The evening was
jointly hosted by the Trust and the Friends of Coppett Hill and helped to raise
valuable funds for the work of the Trust. Thanks to everyone who worked so
hard and to everyone who came. The book RIVER VOICES is available
direct from Marsha for £10.00 ring 07989 733870 to order a copy.

COPPETT HILL COMMON TRUST
Directors

Martin Rowberry, George Woodward, Cathy Chivers
Lance Harbord ( Parish Council )

Company Secretary

Patrick Chatterton 01600 891308

Treasurer

Les Boyland

Every year the 3 ‘A’ Directors stand down at the AGM and the ‘A’ Shareholders elect 3
Directors for the coming year.
Any Shareholder wishing to put their name forward as a Director should contact the Secretary
before the 1st September 2019 as all nominees’ names must be circulated to all Shareholders
3 weeks before the AGM
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Ltd which owns runs and manages Coppett Hill Common.
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Pictured below work on the Dew Ponds

