Coppett Hill Newsletter
Spring 2013
With many new residents coming to the village over the past few
years, we have decided this year, to deliver the newsletter to all
houses in Goodrich to keep people informed of what is
happening on the hill.
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Activities over the Winter - Chairman’s report
Welcome to the spring newsletter for the Trust and the Friends. The past few months
have been busy ones for the hill as we have had a full programme of work parties and
also have had to undergo two new applications for grants for future work. So we have
had a busy time as the funding side of things is somewhat more complicated than it used
to be.
Details of grants and work parties are given below and hopefully it will give you some
idea of how the two processes interlink in the management of the hill.
WORK PARTIES
The work party season - Fridays before Christmas and Sundays after Christmas - have
been very well attended and we are pleased to have welcomed both new faces and,
more familiar ones. The work parties can be hard work but also have rewards of fun,
fresh air and fitness as well as camaraderie and a sense of common purpose.
This year we have had the benefit of the new group of trained brush cutter operatives
joining in to complement the chainsaw group and the Friends of Coppett Hill have kindly
purchased a second brush cutter for them.
On one morning we had help from Hereford Nature Trust who did brush cutter work
along the Soldiers Path and with our group of trained brush cutter operatives spent time
in the lime kilns, clearing brambles and encroachment for habitat and access.
The Snakes and Ladders path has been repaired and restored and hopefully anyone
taking this path up the hill will notice the improvement.
In February we cleared Gorse below the Folly area and 12 people helped chop old gorse
and clear it on a sunny but cold Sunday morning, much fun was had by all, whilst on the
other side of the hill four stalwarts were clearing the path to the lime kilns.
One of the biggest work parties on the hill was held on the 16th Feb with Hereford
Nature Trust and Butterfly Conservation and local volunteers, where we cleared bracken
for butterfly habitat management. This is part of the new coppicing system of bracken
management which has been trialled in Devon and Cornwall. Originally on a seven year
rotation it has now changed to a three year rotation – those of you familiar with
bracken’s growth habit will understand why! Last year’s work was thought to have
helped with butterfly numbers – although the weather in May could have played a part
and only time will tell.
The annual safety checks that we do identified some trees along the Courtfield Road
which were overhanging and these have been safely removed by outside contractors.

GRANTS
Grants provide the main source of income for the hill bringing in approx. £2,700 / year over the last
few years, however both schemes are up for renewal this year – which is unusual. They provide
funds for work in the woodland (WGS) and the open areas of the hill. (CSS/HLS). The acronyms
were invented by others.
On the grants we held a successful meeting with representatives from Natural England and the
Forestry Commission in January as well as our advisors and then had a site inspection with them. It
was helpful to get everyone together and talking. We have been given the go ahead to apply for the
HLS scheme which is good, but there are no guarantees as things seem to change on a daily basis.
WOODLAND GRANT SCHEME (WGS)
The Woodland Grant Scheme is managed by the Forestry Commission and runs for 5 years, running
out in Sept 2013. The WGS covers management and maintenance of the woodland areas of the hill
which is about 63 hectares. An example of this management would be the thinning of the Douglas
Firs at the end of the hill and the restocking of that area with broadleaf native woodland trees. The
grant is also paid towards woodland maintenance for example tackling the margins of the woodlands
and making sure that there is an uneven age of vegetation to maintain succession, or cutting scrub in
the open areas and the perpetual task of felling sycamore trees. A new problem facing the Trust and
the whole of the Wye Valley is the management of Himalayan Balsam which seems to marching
steadily up the sides of Little Hill and this will need controlling in the future.
Our advisor on this is Paul Sherrington who worked for the Forestry Commission and has been
helping us for many years now. We have now sent in the application form for this and await the
result.
HIGHER LEVEL STEWARDSHIP SCHEME (HLS)
The old scheme was called the Countryside Stewardship Scheme and this runs out in
September 2013 the new scheme is now called the Higher Level Stewardship scheme and runs for 10
years. This covers the management of the open areas of the hill - approximately 32 hectares - mainly
on the west side of the hill. We are working on a new plan which follows on from the old CSS plan
and will involve bracken management and encouraging more grassland below the Folly. On the
lower slopes we are managing bracken for butterflies and other wildlife – see above for the work
party in February.
The HLS scheme is more complicated than the old one and so the trust is employing Caroline Hanks
an experienced agent to help us to submit our application.
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has put in so much effort and
time into the hill over the last twelve months – without your help and support the Trust could not
maintain this unique place – one of the largest nature reserves in Herefordshire

Martin Rowberry Chairman Coppett Hill Trust
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Fallow Deer buck rutting, off the road to the Youth Hostel - see video
on our website
Friends gather around a Moth trap on a moth identification night
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A Short Walk on the Hill by Mike
Thompson

to Backbury Hill above Mordiford. in the 19th
century the view would have been partially
obscured by smoke from the iron furnaces
across the river at Bishopswood.

Most readers of this Newsletter will be familiar
with the Friends booklet of Walks on Coppett
Hill.* All those walks start and finish at the
Castle car park and involve at least a partial, and
in most cases a full, ascent of the Hill. So for the
less energetic, or those with limited time available, A Short Walk on the Hill without a full
ascent, but still with the benefit of the
magnificent views that the summit provides,
plus an opportunity to see that area’s flora and
fauna and observe some of the Trust’s
management activities, may be an attractive
option. So here is a short circular walk of 1¾
miles with gentle ascents and descents. It
requires a brief car journey to the start; so get
your friends to join you and share a car.

Continuing uphill you will soon observe a
derelict stone wall on your left. This is the
boundary between the Trust’s Common land
and the Courtfield Estate. It is traceable along
the left of the ridge path for its entire 1¾ miles
length down to opposite Coldwell Rocks. As
you continue uphill do look for some of the 25
new bird boxes provided by the Friends in
2012. You may also see some of the 50
Dormice boxes monitored by the Trust and
distinguishable from bird boxes as they have
no front access. Considerable coppicing has
been achieved by the Trust’s working parties
in this area and you may notice some small
wire netting enclosures, about 1 yd square.
These are sited adjacent to unprotected but
Start Take the Welsh Bicknor road from the similar vegetation so that the damage caused
cross roads in Goodrich (near Jollys ). After just by grazing deer can be monitored.
under 1 mile (100 yds before reaching the cattle
grid) turn into and park in the quarry on the right. On reaching the summit (656 ft) there are the
remains of a building on your left. Known now
Walk Take the path on the Goodrich side of the as The Folly. It was recorded in 1799 as a
quarry going gently uphill. You are now on Trust “little white building.........the residence of a
land. After 100 yds, where the trees on the right rabbit warriner.” When the Lord of the Manor
give way to a grassy open area, leave the main sold 19 cottages on the Common in 1919, it
path turning right onto a narrow one with some was then known as Cook’s Folly and had
steps which will bring you to the base of deteriorated to 4 walls without a roof and was
limekilns. These were restored as part of the sold for £70. Take time to enjoy the
Wye Valley AONB’s ‘Overlooking the Wye’ magnificent panorama from here of six coun(Herefordshire,
Gloucestershire,
project in 2010 with financial help from the ties.
Trust and the Friends. A plaque on the kiln Worcestershire, Shropshire, Powys and Monshows how the process operated, using local mouthshire) On a clear day the Malverns, 30
miles to the North East; Titterstone, 37 miles
charcoal and limestone.
Retrace your steps back to the main path and away in the Clee hills can be seen due North
continue uphill to the fenced area which over Goodrich Castle and to the West, the top
protects the hole in the limekiln dome where of the Sugar Loaf is visible 19 miles away.
the lime was fed to the furnace below. A few Continue along the Ridge Path for 500 yds.
paces further on provides a splendid viewing
point across the Wye Valley from Bishopswood, The path is level at first but soon goes gently
over Ross on Wye with the Marcle Ridge beyond, downhill. Where the woodland ends on your
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left, turn left through a pedestrian gate and
then another 50 yds ahead into a field. You are
now on a Permissive Path recently created by
the Courtfield Estate. It is hoped that this path
will soon have full Footpath status but in the
meantime please observe any notices the
Estate may display.
From the top of this large area of pasture there
is a fine South facing new view of the Wye
valley which is only now possible due this new
link into the Courtfield Estate from the Ridge
Path. Now go downhill keeping to the hedge
on your right. When you come to a farm gate
do not go through it but turn left along the
fence to continue downhill to an electricity

pole on your left. Bear half right here to cut
across the corner of the field to a metal
pedestrian gate onto a track to the left of a
barn at Baynhams farm. Turn left along the
track for 500 yds to turn left again onto a
metalled road. Follow this road, soon with
pasture either side, keeping to the left for 600
yds, to where it enters woodland just before a
cattle grid. The quarry start point is 100 yds
ahead on you left.
* “Coppett Hill - Goodrich and Welsh Bicknor –
7 Walks from Goodrich Castle” Price £3.00
Available from Jollys, Goodrich Castle,
The Hostelrie and Ross TIC
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Deer can cause damage due to feeding on
buds and leaves of trees and will also strip
bark from trees. It is thought that the
browsing of shrub layers and leaves may have
an effect upon woodland wildlife and
biodiversity. There are no natural predators
left such as wolves or lynx so some culling
takes place but the so called “bambi”
sentiment popularised by the Disney film
often prevails.

Deer on Coppett Hill
By Mary Rowberry
There are six species of deer present in
Britain – and it is thought that the current
deer population is at an all-time high with up
to 1.5 - 2 million deer in the UK - the highest
level since Anglo Saxon times. Some statistics
say they cause a lot of road accidents about
74,000 / year and up to 20 fatalities (human
not deer )/ year. As shown by the number of
pubs or inns with names such as the White
Hart and Stags Head they have been part of
British life and folklore for millennia and have
been admired, kept, eaten or hunted by man
for centuries.

Take a walk on Coppett Hill and one of the
most common wildlife sights you may see are
the Fallow Deer. Recently the Muntjac has
also arrived; you are unlikely to see it so
easily, although a loud barking call could
indicate one is nearby.

FALLOW DEER Dama dama (see p4 photo)

Fallow deer live in isolated groups in the
forest and range over large areas, for most of
the year they live in single sex groups, young
bucks staying with the does until about 18
months old and then leaving to join the adult
males.
Only the bucks have antlers and these are
broad and shovel shaped, known as Palmate
they fully develop by about three years old
but in the first two years the antler is just a
spike. Antlers are shed each year, initially
they are covered in “velvet” which is skin and
fine hairs this is rubbed off, leaving the hard
bony antlers used by the bucks in trials of
strength for the rut. The antlers can be up to
20in- 50 cm long
Fallow deer breed from about 18 months old
and the mating season or rut starts in late
Oct – Nov. During the rut scrapes in the
ground are made, urine is used to mark
territory and loud bellowing grunts are made
by the males during their trials of strength for
the chance to mate.
Does give birth in late May/June to a single
fawn or occasionally twins.

A Eurasian deer, it is thought the Romans
brought them across and then the Normans
also brought them for food and sport in the
11th century. William the Conqueror set aside
large parts of the countryside for his
favourite Royal sport of hunting – hence the
New Forest.
The Latin name for Fallow deer is Dama
dama. They are part of the family cervidae a
ruminant meaning they chew the cud, and
are ungulates meaning they have cloven
hooves .
In Fallow deer - the male is known as a Buck,
the female a Doe and the young a Fawn.
They are herbivores or grazing animals, their
preferred habitat being woodland and open
grassland so the Wye Valley is perfect for
them. They are agile and can run and jump
well if disturbed, and are about 1m - 1.5m at
shoulder height with a lifespan of about 12 –
15 years
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It is thought that the name fallow comes
from the coat colour – meaning pale
coloured
The species has a lot of colour variations
from pale to very dark. The most common
colouring is white spotted chestnut coat. a
white rump patch and a longish tail but they
change colour in summer from spotted to a
winter grey brown.
Muntjac Muntiacus reevesi - recently
spotted on Coppett Hill

deer are generally red brown in summer and
darker in winter
They have no fixed breeding season and so
can breed easily - the young being born at
any time of the year. They feed on anything from grass to brambles and other plants
including yew and ivy. As they are reputed
to climb fences, breed so easily and eat
anything, they pose more of a threat to
vegetation/biodiversity in the long term and
are described as “the ungulate equivalent of
a brown rat. “

Introduced to the Woburn estate in 1890’s
and since escaped, this is the Chinese or
Asian barking deer. This is our smallest deer –
it has short antlers with sharp fang like teeth
used to fight other male deer and is 19
inches / 48cm about the size of a dog. The

Our Garden party
Each summer one of the Friends Of Coppett Hill hosts a summer Garden party,
where we all meet and enjoy a meal and a few drinks.
Last summer we enjoyed an event down by the river at the Bargehouse - thanks
to John and Barbara Edwards. There was heavy rain before and shortly
afterwards, but the ‘party’ enjoyed a very pleasant sunny period.

The Bracken Bash Our ‘social’ working party which
ends with scones and scrumpy.
We get a big turnout!
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Bracken rolling - the professional way with Jim Key of Herefordshire
Countryside Services
Spring - our Working Party tackles the
Path up to the limekilns
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WHO’S WHO 2013
The Trust
Chairman
Directors
Secretary

Martin Rowberry
David Leat, Jo Ward Ellison, George Woodward (Parish
Council)
Patrick Chatterton

Treasurer

Lawrie Lowe

The Friends
Chairman
Trustees

Lawrie Lowe
Laurence Moss, Mary Rowberry, Keith Parnell, Mike Thompson
A note for Coppett Hill Common Trust Ltd Shareholders.

Every Year, the 3 ‘A’ Directors of the Trust resign at the AGM and new
Shareholders.

Directors are elected by the ‘A’

Any shareholders who wish to put their names forward as Directors should contact the Secretary before 1st
September 2013 as all nominees’ names must be on the papers circulated to all shareholders 3 weeks before the
meeting.
The Coppett Hill Common Trust Ltd owns Coppett Hill. It is a nonprofit making Company owned by some 100
residents of Goodrich and Welsh Bicknor (the ’A’ Shareholders), the Goodrich and Welsh Bicknor Parish Council
and the Herefordshire Unitary Authority.
The Friends is a registered charity that supports the Trust and promotes activities associated with the natural
history of the Hill.
Further information can be found on the web site www.coppett-hill.org.uk or from any of the Directors or
Trustees
This newsletter is compiled by the Trustees of the Friends of Coppett Hill and is issued for information by the
Coppett Hill Common Trust and the Friends of Coppett Hill

Coppett Hill – on-line
Anyone wanting to know more about Coppett Hill should try looking at our
newly updated web site at www.coppett-hill.org.uk
The site has a new look and has been extensively updated and modernised
to give information on all aspects of Coppett Hill. The ‘Latest’ tab will lead
you straight to the latest news and information about events and working
parties.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2013
Summer Working Parties
22nd May (Wednesday) 10.00am Path clearance on Soldiers Path, and below Wyeside
and Chapel Cottage. Meet at Triangle
23th June 10.00.am. am Bracken Bash – with traditional refreshments Meet at the
Folly
Events for Friends and Trust Members
June 29th Garden Party at The Nursery, Old Forge, Goodrich. See booking form for
details; early booking essential.
By popular request - a return visit to Courtfield.
23rd

July
Joint Event with Herefordshire Nature Trust. A Second Visit to the
Courtfield Estate, led by Simon Cutter with expert input from the HNT on dragonflies
and damsel flies along the riverside . Meet at the parking space beyond the cattle
grid at Courtfield at 2pm.
23rd October The Annual General Meetings of the Friends (7.00pm) and the Trust
(7.30pm) will be held at Goodrich Village Hall, with a joint General Meeting to follow.
(Provisional date)
Other Events
26th May - an informal walk on Coppett Hill - 2 miles, meet 2.00 pm at Jolly’s
8th June Guided walk for the Friends of Herefordshire Museums and Arts linked to
their Joshua Cristall Meeting at Goodrich Village Hall
21st June . Herefordshire Walking Festival ‘Follies, Ferry and Forgotten Village’. An
8 mile guided walk from Symonds Yat West to Goodrich, via the Chain Ferry and the
Wye Valley Walk leaving by mini-bus from the Castle at 10.00 am
23rd June. Herefordshire Walking Festival ‘Navigation for Walkers’ Practical
exercises to show how technology can assist improving navigation / location /
recording / analysing routes.( A working GPS or smartphone essential).Morning event
10.00 till 13.00
Note: Herefordshire Walking Festival Events must be pre-booked thorough
Visit Herefordshire on http://visitherefordshire.co.uk .
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An ideal place for a picnic - as
long as you clear up after.

We have had a difficult
winter, and it’s always
good to see signs that
new life is returning.
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